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(57)Abstract; 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make effective use of the space of a clean room by 



making an advancing/retreating means project directly below a travel rail by advance/ 
retreat so as to deliver workpieces between an overhead traveling vehicle and the 
advancing/retreating means. 

SOLUTION: Each handling device 42 has delivery stations 44. 46 for workpieces 6 
along a position directly below a travel rail 1. The station 44 is arranged on the 
entrance side of the handling device 42, and the station 46 is arranged on the exit 
side, for instance. An advancing/ retreating device 50 is installed on the upper face of 
the handling device 42. The advancing/ retreating device 50 can store about five 
workpieces 6 on the upper face and advance to the lower part of the rail 1. The 
advancing/ retreating device 50 is not necessarily arranged on the upper face of the 
handling device but can be suspended from the ceiling onto the upper part of the 
handling device 42, but installation is facilitated by supporting it on the upper face of 
the handling device 42. The advancing/retreating device 50 normally stands by on the 
upper face of the handling device 42 and delivers the workpieces 6 to and from the 
overhead traveling vehicle 2. 
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